was the only oncologist in Latvia who studied the very fundament of oncology carcinogenesis. Second, Erenpreiss was a morphologist. The chosen ® and method of research can be understood from his personality. This is courage to challenge the most dif ® questions.
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which is gi ® to those whose mind is regular and strong to inquire them. This is also an ability to comprehend the world through a microscope as a whole.
Because only through the whole one can see the essence of things. This unique composition of features displayed itself very early and certainly, when as a student of the second year he made, under patronage of the histologist professor Bogoyavlensky, the first steps in science and at once he began to study the mechanisms of carcinogenesis. In the first work in 1953-1954, treating the rat skin with the carcinogen dimetylbenzanthracene he investigated by means of histochemical reactions for nucleoproteins the route of carcinogenesis. He in normal tissues and tumours (later applying also electron microscopy).
These became one of the main directions of his laboratory.
Thus. in the very beginning of his research he is going into the very depth of the cancer biology. not avoiding the most challenging questions, however never missing the essence and his view on the problem. This is a characteristic feature of fundamental science and his school. This is the feature of true science as such.
Unfortunately, often we see the contrary a tendency to pollute scienti } journals with non-digested facts obtained with the most modern and expensive methods and, most important, on the foam of the modern scienti } stream, without any effort of serious conceptual analysis of the problem. Jānis Ērenpreiss was one of a few courageous who dared to swim against stream. However, he made a rich contribution to his time, too. At the beginning this was molecular biology, where in 1963 he wrote his first and the outstanding monograph, in which he tried to connect the molecular biological concepts of that time with a theory of carcinogenesis. The book had a big informative potential. Therefore, it was translated into English and republished abroad; foreign Universities recommended it as an obligate reading to their doctorants. When in 70"' the oncogene era began, he began an arduous study of the growing hill ofits facts.
His monograph of the year |987 "Current concepts of malignant growth" in
Russian as well as his last new book, with the same supertitle in English, which appeared in 1993, represent a result of fantastic work gathering and analysing the data on oncogenes. However, Jānis Ērenpreiss never missed the horizon of this own viewing carcinogenesis. When the number of discovered oncogenes appeared to be too abusive and when it turned out that these are taking part in the main development processes, when it seemed that this oncogene "bubble" was about to burst and when many theoreticians were again ready to retreat 283 Jānis Ērenpreiss, photo made about 1990 284 from the hope to create a united carcinogenesis theory. he connected this seemingly shapeless mountain of facts with a path to the biologically signi ® process and this key process was the development of a sex cellgametegenesis. This 
